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A thoughtful romance where love becomes 
something to accept, not just something to hope 
for 

At first glance, Second Chance Highway follows a familiar 
path: a woman on the run, a child in her arms, and a man 

determined to find her. Continuing Ginny Carmichael’s story from Always Think of 
Me, Lori Keesey allows the narrative to settle into something more reflective as it 
moves across state lines, shaped by the places Ginny passes through and the people 
she meets. What begins as an escape becomes a reflection on how she understands 
love and how she comes to see herself as deserving of it.  

Even if her journey was unexpected, Ginny knows where she’s headed, at least in a 
practical sense. She’s headed west to find her mother, Audrey, who left her as a child 
and passed down the same patterns she’s trying to break. The question of forgiveness 
sits just beneath the surface, shaping what she hopes to leave behind as much as what 
she hopes to find.  

Ginny isn’t alone in her journey either. Like her, everyone she meets is doing more 
than a little soul searching. There’s Oralyn, a feisty widow who decides to live for 
herself, and her aunt, Adele, a successful businesswoman still living in Audrey’s 
shadow. There’s the memory, too, of those that Ginny loved like her Granny, who 
taught her how to love, and her dearest friend, TC Chaver, who leads her to forgive. 
Drawn across multiple perspectives, the story settles in slowly, like a cup of coffee: 
warm, a little bitter, and one that lingers long enough to make you think about the 
people who have shaped you.  

And for Ginny, that includes Jacob, her abusive ex-partner and the father of her 
daughter. Born into a family that offers him everything but love, Jacob moves through 
the world as if he is owed everything. His perspective is difficult to sit with, not only 
because of what he does, but because of what he represents. There is a familiarity to 



his violence, one that defined Ginny’s childhood and the lives of the women around 
her. Only they’re determined to change that, instead of allowing it to continue into 
another generation.  

Underlying this is a sense of Southern identity in Second Chance Highway. Place 
matters, as Adele, who spent a fortune trying to change her Southern accent, knows. 
It’s tied to a more traditional sense of faith and family, along with a thoughtful sense 
of hospitality, shaping how the characters care for one another even as they struggle to 
understand themselves. Love isn’t spoken but shown instead.   

That same faith carries through the novel, often in the form of intuition. Trust in God 
appears as a nudge, guiding Ginny to open up to Oralyn and her kind boss, Monty, 
and later leading Oralyn to join her on the road. Even as characters wrestle with their 
faith, the novel approaches it with warmth and compassion. There is a sense of growth 
throughout; people are given the space to change even when that change includes 
countless missteps. This is a reflective novel on love and faith in real life. 

Second Chance Highway isn’t about leaving an abusive relationship behind. It’s about 
the quiet, uncertain process of learning who you are afterward. Keesey allows that 
process to take shape slowly, creating a story that feels realistic and reassuring.   
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